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I And the Nominees are ... 
The 2004 Officer nominations have been completed! Short intros from each nominee follow, and will be 
available on the Members Only site within the next two to three weeks. If you would like additional infor-
mation on the candidates, you can read their bias on the Directory page of the SAFD website. Individual bal-
lots will be mailed during October, with voting taking place during the month of November. Members may 
vote by returning the ballot, or by logging on to the Members only site and casting votes there. More details 
will be available in the next Cutting Edge, as well as in the soon-to-be-mailed ballots. 
Your officers will be leading the SAFD for the next three years, so please be sure to cast your vote. Make 
your voice heard, and help pick your officers! The nominees are: 
Candidate Statements for the Office of President 
~='-=--""-"o'""'y-'-1 - Fight Master, Fight Director and Certified Teacher (incumbent) 
I have been pleased with the changes and progress that the SAFD has been able to make over 
the last three years. We have instituted a new system of membership cards, experienced a 
significant increase in grant money income and forged new business partnerships. The new 
agreement AGMA with the Lyric Opera of Chicago marks the first time Fight Directors will 
be included as a part of a union contract sharing the protections and benefits afforded to the rest of the design 
team. I hope you will allow me to continue to serve you for the next three years. 
For more information about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website 
or email President@safd.org. 
Richard Raether - Fight Master, Fight Director and Certified Teacher 
Although the SAFD is a business, we can never forget that our purpose is to train, promote, 
and develop an art form, as well as the artists that practice it. Our standards need to be clear. 
Our training needs to meet the demands of an ever-changing industry. The SAFD needs to 
function in a simple, efficient manner. We need better communication within the SAFD and 
clearly defined goals for the next 3-5 years. The SAFD must evolve to remain relevant, and I want to facili-
tate that evolution. 
For more information about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website 
· or e-mail rraether@mac.com. 
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Candidate Statements for the Office of Vice P1·esident 
Brian Byrnes - Fight Master, Fight Director and Certified Teacher (incumbent) 
During my 18 years of commitment to the Society of American Fight Directors, I know that 
one of the most important aspects of our organization is in the word "Society". As we con-
tinue to prosper, I want to help re-kindle and foster a greater sense of "society" within our 
group. This will help improve training programs, promote fair and equitable teaching 
opportunities, network professional opportunities, and most important - open better lines of communication 
between us all. Thank you for your help and dedication in the past three years! I hope I may continue to 
serve as your SAFD Vice President. 
For more information about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website or 
www. class. uh. edu/theatre/F aculty/Byrnes/byrnes. htm or email bbyrnes 12 3@yahoo.com 
J. David Brimmer- Fight Director and Certified Teacher 
It is an honor to be nominated for this office with such an esteemed and talented group of my 
colleagues. In weighing my decision to run, I took the opportunity to speak with several 
members of the governing body. I came to the conclusion that my ability to listen, to real-
ly hear both sides of an argument, to act as the voice of reason within a group of diverse per-
sonalities and be the glue that holds them together, is what I can "bring to the table" . You've an excellent 
group to choose from, and I thank you for your consideration. 
For more information about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website 
or email Jdavidbrimmer@aol.com 
Michael ''MJ" Johnson - Fight Director and Certified Teacher 
More and more producers and directors recognize that those who are well trained in choreo-
graphing, teaching and performing stage combat are a vital part of the industry. The SAFD 
leads the way in training these artists and will continue to do so in the future. The best way 
to do that, I believe, is for every member to continue shaping and refining the SAFD as the 
organization faces new challenges in the 21st Century. Simply put, I want to be one of those in the forefront 
of that effort. That is why I'm running for Vice President of the SAFD. 
For more information about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website or 
www. mujsic. umd. edu/bios/michaeljeromejohnson. html or email mj2rd@yahoo.com 
Geoffrey K nt - Fight Director and Certified Teacher 
I would be delighted to represent you as Vice President in the upcoming term. Recently I have 
worked as both Actor/Combatant and Certified Teacher Representative for our organization. 
In both cases I endeavored to fight for my constituency and vociferously participated on our 
governing body meetings (and used other multi-syllabic words). As a Fight Director/Certified 
Teacher with the SAFD, I welcome an opportunity to represent the entire organization. As your VP, I will 
bust my butt to help increase our presence in professional unions for both actors and fight directors as well 
as push to market the skills of our actor/combatants to professional theatres and artistic directors. Thank you 
for your consideration. 
For more information about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website 
or www.thefightguy.com or email geojjkent@the.fi ghtguy. com 
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Candidate Statements for the Office of Vice President (continued) 
Ricki Ravitts - Fight Director and Certified Teacher 
A platform? An agenda? A thirst for power? No. I accepted the nomination for VP 
(which position FM Byrnes fills admirably); because offering and fulfilling one's service to 
the SAFD is a responsibility we all share. Both the Society and the individual ar-e recon-
nected and revitalized when we manage to get involved. Vice President is a people position, 
for which my previous experience as Representative for the NYC region, for FD's and for A/C's, has hope-
fully prepared me well - beginning first with welcoming our latest CT's and other new members into our tal-
ented and sometimes obstreperous family. 
For more iriformation about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website or 
www.angelfire.com/art2/ravitts or email rickifights@yahoo.com 
Candidate Statements for the Office of Sec1·etary 
Mike Mahaffey - Certified Teacher 
I have a huge amount of respect for Ms. Bonacasa, and can't say enough good things about 
her efforts as secretary. She has set precedent in our administration and communication, and 
if I can continue the work she's done, then I will have helped the SAFD tremendously. I 
believe I have the organizational skills, the attention to detail, and the passion for the work 
and the SAFD that it will take to get it done. I only hope you will give me the chance to do so. Cheers! 
For more iriformation about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website 
or email mike_ mahaffey@hotmail.com 
Candidate Statements for the Office of Treasurer 
Andrew Hayes - Certified Teacher (incumbent) 
I have appreciated the opportunity to serve as your SAFD treasurer these past three years. 
During those years we have been able to build upon the excellent success we had in putting 
the SAFD on a solid fiscal footing. I have tried to provide the type of leadership that will 
continue the SAFD's financial success and I'm pleased to say we have been consistently 
healthy during these difficult economic times. I would like to serve as your treasurer for a second term and 
to continue to help build a stronger SAFD. 
For more iriformation about this candidate please link to either the safd.org website 
or email treasurer@saf d. org 
The only way you can make the organization better is by 
standing up and taking part. 
Cast your Votel 
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Smooth Transition and Inauguration: 
2004 TTW and SSISC in North Carolina 
The month of July saw the inaugu-
ral Summer Session: Introduction 
to Stage Combat (SSISC) as well 
as the Teacher Training Workshop 
(TTW) on the campus of the North 
Carolina School of the Arts. 
The SSISC offered classes in all 
eight SAFD disciplines, with the 
majority of classes being taught 
by the Teacher Candidates. The 
student ranged from high school 
students to graduate directing stu-
dents, with ages from early teens 
to late twenties. Days were filled 
with technique classes in various 
weapons, and evenings with mas-
ter classes and classic movie 
swashbucklers on the big screen 
like The Three and Four 
Musketeers, The Duellists, and 
Errol Flynn's Robin Hood. For 
some of the students, it was their 
first time seeing these movies; for 
others, the thrill was seeing them 
for the first time on the big screen. 
The student responses to the 
workshop were overwhelmingly 
positive, and many vowed to tell 
their friends to attend in the future. 
One student was so excited about 
her experience that she is already 
making plans to attend the ACW 
in Las Vegas next summer, which 
will be shortly after her 18th birth-
day. 
The TTW classes, of course, were 
intense in a very different way. In 
addition to teaching their own 
classes, the teacher candidates 
also received instruction in 
(among others) pedagogy, course 
planning and structure, sexual 
harassment, and classroom gener-
alship. Fight Masters David 
Leong and David Woolley made 
guest appearances, as well as 
Fight Director k.Jenny Jones and 
Certified Teacher (and new father) 
Aaron Anderson. NCSA staff 
members were also part of the 
TTW experience, with Ben Fury 
and Mary Irwin teaching a master 
class in "The Sounds of 
Violence", and Geordie McMinn a 
class in Alexander technique. 
Skills Proficiency Tests were per-
formed and evaluated. In addi-
tion, each of the 21 candidates had 
an FM as their "mentor". 
Although all the Fight Masters 
worked with and evaluated each 
candidate, each FM had group 
meetings with candidates that they 
were mentoring, allowing for 
smaller group discussions and 
more individual attention. Of the 
twenty-one candidates, eleven 
passed, six received provisional 
status, two received probation, 
and two candidates have addition-
al tasks accomplish in order to ful-
fill all the requirements of the 
workshop. Like the SSISC, the 
TTW received overwhelmingly 
positive responses from the partic-
ipants. 
Both workshops ended on July 23, 
with closing night ceremonies 
catered by NCSA. Lewis Shaw 
graciously donated several 
awards, including a beautiful dag-
ger awarded to Jacki Blakeney as 
recipient of the Paddy Crean 
Award. Two new awards were 
created for the SSISC/TTW, the 
Fight Master award, given to Ted 
Sharon, and the Teaching 
Assistant Award, given to Al Foote 
III. The interns also gave awards, 
as well as Michael Johnson, who 
gave the inaugural "Morale 
Officer's Award". 
All in all, both workshops went 
very well. A big thank you to all 
the participants of the SSISC and 
the TTW, the staff, and NCSA for 
making the first SAFD workshops 
to be held on the NCSA campus 
such a rousing success. See you at 
the 2005 SSISC! 
Many thanks to Angela Bonacasa 
for contributing this article. 
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25th Annual NSCW -An lntern's Retrospective 
The 25th annual National Stage Combat Workshop 
met this past July at the University of Nevada - Las 
Vegas. 43 students attended the Actor Combatant 
Workshop (ACW) and 13 attended the Intermediate 
Actor Combatant Workshop (IACW). Classes were 
held Monday-Saturday, with Sundays off The days 
began at 8:15 AM with a half-hour of warm-ups, fol-
lowed by two 90-minute classes, lunch break, two 
90-minute classes in the afternoon, dinner break, and 
master classes or practices/rehearsals from 7-10 PM. 
The workshop culminated in Skills Proficiency Tests 
on the final Thursday for the IACW and the final 
Friday for the ACW. 
The faculty were Fight Masters Brian Byrnes, Chuck 
Coyl, and Erik Fredricksen; Fight Directors John 
Bellomo, Jamie Cheatham, and Bob Macdougall; 
Certified Teachers Mike Mahaffey, Don Preston, and 
Paul Steger. The interns, headed by Lacy Altwine, 
were Fulton Burns, John Lynch, Jordan "Dylan" 
Miller, Christi Waldon, and Heidi Wolf. 
Fight Master Emeritus David Boushey joined the 
workshop in Week 3 to teach; and FMs Dale Girard, 
Richard Ryan, and David Woolley also dropped in 
for the final few days of the workshop. David 
Woolley taught a master class for the IACW, and 
conducted a mass battle one evening for the ACW. 
FD Michael Chin the NSCW Coordinator, and Linda 
McCollum the On-Site Coordinator (aided by Kim 
Kelly as UNLV facilities manager), ensured that the 
workshop ran smoothly. 
The ACW students had daily classes in Rapier and 
Dagger (Erik Fredricksen teaching, Paul Steger 
assisting), Broadsword (Chuck Coyl teaching, Mike 
Mahaffey assisting), and Unarmed (Brian Byrnes 
teaching, John Bellomo assisting). ACW also had 
some 4-session classes: Knife (Don Preston and Bob 
Macdougall), Martial Arts (Bob Macdougall and 
Don Preston), Sword and Buckler (Jamie Cheatham 
and Don Preston) and Film Fighting (David Boushey 
teaching, Bob Macdougall and Jamie Cheatham 
assisting). In addition, ACW had a series of evening 
master classes during the first week, and evening 
practices for their SPTs during weeks 2 and 3. 
The IACW students had renewal classes for the first 
few days in Rapier and Dagger, Broadsword, 
Quarterstaff, and Unarmed; plus a master class in 
Knife. The renewal tests took place on the first 
Saturday of the workshop. IACW then had daily 
classes in Sword & Shield (Chuck Coyl teaching, 
Mike Mahaffey assisting), Single Sword (Brian 
Byrnes teaching, John Bellomo assisting), and 
Smallsword (Erik Fredricksen teaching, Paul Steger 
assisting). IACW also had a series of afternoon and 
evening master classes throughout the workshop, 
taught by the NSCW faculty and focusing on the 
many aspects of acting the fight; plus rehearsals for 
their SPTs. 
At the closing Awards Ceremony the following peo-
ple were recognized: 
Exemplary Male Actor, ACW: Brian Plocharczyk 
Exemplary Female Actor, ACW: Kelly Mizell 
Exemplary Scene, ACW: Fool For Love (Kelly 
Mizell & Brian Plocharczyk) 
Exemplary Male Actor, IACW: Colby Baker 
Exemplary Female Actor, IACW: Maggie 
MacDonald 
Exemplary Scene, IACW: Zastrozzi (Monalisa 
Arias & Rachel Stubbs) 
Head Intern Lacy Altwine received the Paddy Crean 
Award. ACW student Ryan Bechard received the 
Founder's Award, given by David Boushey in recog-
nition of excellence in unarmed stage combat. The 
President's Award went to John W. Coleman, who 
has been central to the American Guild of Musical 
Artists' ongoing efforts to get union rights for Fight 
Directors. 
With its accelerated format and fast pace, which 
enable students to take Skills Proficiency Tests in 
three weapons forms, the NSCW doesn't include 
much time for reflection while it's in progress. 
Looking back on the workshop, what I found most 
memorable was the chance to work with instructors 
who taught in many different styles, and with class-
mates who had a wide variety of backgrounds and 
experience. It was also a valuable exposure to all 
sorts of new material and alternate approaches to 
familiar material. Most importantly, it was a rare 
opportunity to focus for three weeks on learning and 
refining skills in stage combat, in company with 
other enthusiasts and practitioners of this craft. 
Many thanks to AAIC and NSCW intern Heidi Wolf 











Here is the report for the Mid 
American Region if you would like to 
be included in the up coming reports 
and have you name in the Cutting 
Edge, I will ask you again to, send 
me at any time throughout the year 
what you are up to. I would like to 
get to know every member of the 
SAFD in this area so drop me a line 
any time to theyfight@yahoo.com. 
Talk to you all soon, Don. 
A/C Elise Anderson was recently 
crowned Miss Czech-Slovak 
Minnesota and is set to compete at 
the national level. She is beginning 
her second year at William Mitchell 
College of Law (didn't Master Shave 
something to say about lawyers). 
While studying she will be playing 
The Lady Gisborne at the Minnesota 
Renaissance Festival. 
A/C Becky Foster recently to 
Seattle where she studied under 
Geo~rey Alm is moving to Lamoni IA 
(welcome to the region). She will be 
the Assistant Professor of Theater at 
Graceland University. Becky says 
that she would be interested in help-
ing out with the combat workshops 
at ACTF each January. We would 
like to wish her good luck and let us 
know if there is anything we can do 
to help. 
A/C Zach Held has just finished 
playing Paris in the Cromulent 
Shakespeare Company's R & J. 
He is taking fighting and acting talent 
to the Minnesota Renaissance 
Regional Reports 
Festival where he will be a featured 
fighter in the Human Combat Chess 
Game. The festival runs August 14 
to the end of September so if you 
can come out and watch Zach and a 
bunch of other people from the 
region perform the skill that we all 
enjoy. 
A/C Mary Karcz was also in the pro-
duction of R & J where she played a 
s*** load of different people and got 
to fight all night long. Mary is (at the 
time of this writing) at the United 
Stuntmens Association International 
Stunt School where we hope The 
Maestro is not giving her to hard a 
time. She also wants to attend the 
NSCW next summer. 
A/C Jason Tipsword has just fin-
ished up at the IACW where he 
worked hard and partied harder. He 
has gone back to Iowa where he is 
beging to work on setting up a 
regional workshop. He is trying to 
get it up and running ASAP. If you 
have any suggestions for him or 
knowledge in how to get the ball 
rolling let him know at rage @shat-
tock.atthefair.com . 
A/C Greg Marchand will also be 
back at the Minnesota Renaissance 
Festival where he will be reprising 
his role as Captain of The Royal 
Guard. 
A/C Anjila Kozel-Olsen recently 
completed her Masters program at 
the University of Minnesota (con-
grats Anj). She is also going to be 
back at the MN Ren Fest this year. I 
think she is playing Alice the cook 
again; it always includes some cool 
street fights. 
A/C Chris Olsen will be returning to 
the MN Ren Fest as a member of the 
Royal Guard. Chris is also planning 
to keep coming to stage combat 
classes in Minnesota and to try to 
get to every workshop he can get to. 
A/C Symmonie Preston is the 
proud mom of Ruby June born last 
April. Both mom and baby were 
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featured in the Cromulent 
Shakespeare's Romeo & Juliet 
where Symm played a very pregnant 
Benvolio-still swinging steel through 
her eighth month of pregnancy. She 
is also going to try and do all her re-
ups this coming year. 
A/C Derek "Duck" Washington is 
now on the board of the Cromulent 
Shakespeare Company. He was in 
their recent productions of 
Midsummer, Hamlet, R&J, and The 
Lysistrata Lesson. 
CT Donald Preston returned to MN 
from teaching at the Seattle 
Sockeye and the NSCW. He will be 
fight directing for the Park Square 
Theater production of R&J. He 
recently was their FD for Noises Off. 
He has taught several small work-
shops at Breck and St. Antriony's 
Academy, Park Square Theater, ect. 
He will again be reprising his role as 
Robin Hood at the MN Ren Fest 
where he is also the Fight Director. 
Recent FD credits include Macbeth 
with the MN Shakespeare Project, 









Congratulations to the Northwest 
Region's new Certified Teacher, Bob 
Barwick! 
I had the great fortune to bring out CT 
Angela Bonacasa for private coaching 
in August. While here, she and AAIC 
Drew Scott generously agreed to teach 
and assist, respectively, classes to help 
cover costs. Classes offered were 
Contact Fighting and Single Rapier 
Tm: CtnTJNG EDGE 
Choreography Thanks to area mem-
bers for participating. 
Deb Fia/kow 
Seattle, WA 
FD/CT Geof Alm will be choreograph-
ing Pirates of Penzance Kansas City 
Repertory Theatre. His Quarterstaff 
SPT class begins September 11th, 
contact gbald@ iuno.com for more 
information. This summer Geof taught 
stage combat for Seattle Children's 
Theatre's VAi and choreographed for 
Seattle Opera's Lohengrin. 
CT Bob Borwick is in rehearsal for 
South Pacific at Village Theatre 
(www.villagetheatre.org) playing 
Luther Billis. This summer, aside from 
attending the TTW, Bob taught stage 
combat for Seattle Children's 
Theatre's Deaf Youth Program, and 
Icicle Creek Young Actor's 
Conservatory. 
A/C Gordon Carpenter is in 
rehearsal as Silvius and Charles the 
Wrestler in Seattle Shakespeare 
Company's production of As You 
Like It. He recently co-directed 
Captain Blood for Seattle Children's 
Theatre summer season. 
A/C Kerry Christianson recently 
directed Getting Out for Theater 
Schmeater (which extended). She 
will dance choreograph Jesus Christ 
Superstar at Theatre Babylon this 
fall. 
NWRR and AA/C Deb Fialkow 
recently closed a sold out, extended 
run of Enchanted April at ACT 
Theatre, playing Lady Caroline 
Bramble. She is in rehearsal for 
Seattle Shakespeare Company's 
production of As You Like It, playing 
Rosalind (www.seattleshakes. org). 
Deb recently choreographed Shock 
Brigades for Baba Yaga Productions 
(babyagaproductions.com), and 
Private Lives for Lakewood Players. 
Deb will return as faculty of 
Washington Academy of Performing 
Regional Reports 
Arts to teach stage movement and 
combat. 
A/C Ilene Fins directed back to back 
pieces at the July 2004 14/48 (con-
works.org) , Cinderella Stories for 
Book-It All Over!. She co-directed 
Captain Blood and choreographed 
Dracula for Seattle Children's 
Theatre's summer season. 
A/C Jim Gall is in rehearsal for 
Requiem for a Heavyweight by Rod 
Serling at Theater Schmeater 
(schmeater.org). 
AA/C Rob Jones just closed Red 
Noses with Open Circle Theatre. This 
summer he choreographed Les 
Liasons Dangereuses for Exchange 
Theatre, Julius Caesar for Wooden 0 
Productions, and Getting Out for 
Theater Schmeater. 
AA/C Brynna Jourden taught stage 
combat all summer (and survived) 
for Tacoma Actor's Guild's STAR 
Camp. 
AA/C John Lynch interned this sum-
mer at the NCSW in Las Vegas. 
A/C Danielle Reierson assisted Geof 
Alm in his classes for the VAi at 
Seattle Children's Theater and will be 
assisting at the USA stunt school (fire 
prep) in September. 
A/C Carol Roscoe is in rehearsal for 
The Magic City at Seattle Children's 
Theatre (sct.org). She is also directing 
Proof for Seattle Public Theatre (seat-
tlepublictheater.org). This summer 
Carol directed All's Well That Ends 
Well for Greenstage, and Pride and 
Prejudice for Seattle Children's 
Theatre's summer program. She also 
taught stage combat for Seattle 
Children's Theatre and Seattle 
Shakespeare Company's Extreme 
Camp Bill, and choreographed the 
violence for Greenstage's production 
of Coriolanus (pictures viewable at 
www,.greenstage.org). 
A/C Alyssa Tomoff just closed 
Coriolanus produced by Greenstage 
PAGE? 
(she also served as Fight Captain). 
Alyssa assisted Bob Barwick with 
teaching SCT's Deaf Youth 
Program. She will begin training to 
be a certified pilates instructor this 
fall with The Pilates Studio, in 
Seattle. 
AA/C Evan Whitfield performed in 
How to be Cool at Bumbershoot 
over Labor Day weekend , is in 
rehearsals for Much Ado About 
Nothing at Taproot Theater (tap-
roottheater.org) and will be starting 
the new year off performing in 
Complete Works of WIim Shkspre 
(abridged) (directed by A/C Carol 











The regional report for New England 
Region will appear in the November/ 
December 2004 issue of the Cutting 
Edge. Please contact Richard 
Hedderman at neregrep@safd.org 
with recent, current and upcoming 
project information if you are in this 
region. 
Also next issue: 
Rocky Mountain and Great 
Lakes Regional reports. 
Please contact rmregrep@ 
safd.org and glregrep@ 
safd.org, respectively, with 
recent, current and upcom-
ing project information if you 
are in these regions. 
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Lener to the Editor: Whv and How Regional Workshops are Sanctioned 
Over the past few months I have received requests to advertise new regional workshops. Since the Cutting 
Edge only provides advertising for sanctioned regional workshops (as per the P&P), I encouraged applying 
for sanctioning. There were question regarding how to go about doing so, the pros and cons of doing so and 
how long it would take to do so. Regional workshops provide access to teachers, classes and artists usu-
ally outside of the available local area. They are a great way to encourage industry artists to see what stage 
combat is about and what this organization offers, and often to encourage former A/Cs to renew or pursue 
additional training. Sanctioning costs nothing, the only financial stipulation is that a specific fee discount 
(detailed below) be offered to members in good standing for three years. Sanctioning also provides access 
to the member database for flyer mailings; in addition to free advertising in the Cutting Edge, The Fight 
Master (though your advertising for the latter requires a six month lead time) and on the SAFD website. Here 
is the exact wording from the Policies and Procedures Manual: 
6.00 Regional Workshops 
6.01 Only an SAFD Fight Master, Fight Director, Certified Teacher, or Regional Representative may 
sponsor a SAFD sanctioned workshop. 
6.02 SAFD workshops must employ at least one (1) Fight Master or Fight Director and one (1) 
Certified Teacher. 
6.03 Anyone wishing to produce an SAFD regional workshop must submit an application to the Vice 
President who shall seek the approval of the Executive Committee. The application must include the 
following: 
I. Dates and location of workshop 
II. Teaching staff 
Ill. General curriculum 
IV. Estimated number of students 
V. A preliminary budget (including any fund raising and donations such as 
voluntary contributions to BCEFA). 
6.04 The Vice President will notify the applicant of the Executive Committee's decision. 
6.05 The SAFD will provide access to the official SAFD Roster and free advertising in the Fight Master, 
the Cutting Edge and on the SAFD Web site. 
6.06 Anyone wishing to produce an SAFD regional workshop must offer a ten percent (10%) discount 
on tuition to any SAFD member in good standing for a minimum of three (3) years (as per 2.01 ). 
6.07 The SAFD does not assume responsibility for debts or losses incurred by a regional workshop. 
6.08 The SAFD will not sanction a regional workshop offering the Skills Proficiency Test that is sched-
uled on the same dates, or that takes place within four weeks before or after, any NSCW event. 
6.09 No two workshops will be sanctioned at the same time in or around the same vicinity. The Vice 
President will handle the securing of dates. Preference will be given to the application received earli-
est. 
As an example, the following is the outline format of the Application for SAFD Workshop Sanctioning for the 
Seattle Sockeye: 
6.01: Deb Fialkow, NW Regional Rep 
6.02: FD/CT Geoff Kent, FD/CT Bob MacDougall, CT Don Preston 
6.03 I: May 29th and 30th 2004, Cornish College of the Arts, Seattle, Washington 
6.03 II: FD Geof Kent, FD Bob MacDougall, CT Don Preston, AA/C John Tovar, Four TA,s and Four interns 
to be decided by Deb Fialkow based on an application process. NW Regional Rep Deb Fialkow will coordi-
nate, assisted by Rob Jones. 
6.03 Ill: The general curriculum will be geared towards bringing introducing absolute beginners to the craft 
of theatrical violence and challenging the current regional membership with either classes they have not had 
access to or working at a higher level. A "4Dummies" track to be taught by the TA's (basic classes in R& D, 
Broadsword, Unarmed and Falling) for absolute beginners. In addition to Footwork, Acting Kills, Feldenkrais, 
Double Stick, Contact Kicks and Punches, Basic Knife, possibly advanced knife, possibly double stick, pos-
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letter to the Editor lcontinuedl 
sibly intermediate smallsword, Basic Swashbuckling and Grappling/Wrestling. In addition, I am interested 
in holding a master class Saturday evening either for staff, invited advanced or A/Cs in good standing. 
There will be an all staff meeting/workout Friday evening, the 28th, to discuss pedagogy, go over class cho-
reography, individual teaching methodologies and techniques which may be unfamiliar to regional Teachers 
and Interns. 
6.03 IV: Thirty per day. 
6.03 V: Preliminary Budget [Post workshop side bar: some of these numbers were way off] 
Fees: $200 for both days - $100 per day ; $170 for SAFD members in good standing and members of AEA, 
SAG, AGMA, AFTRA and SSDC, $85 per day (must have current proof/ID).; $150 for students and 2004 
grads (must have current proof/ID), $75 per day. 
Est. participant fee total: $5250 
Airfare: $1000 
Accommodations: $300 
Publicity: $500 (membership bulk mailing, posters and flyers) 
Salaries: $3000 
Facilities fee: up to $300 
Remaining dollars to cover some food and water provisions for staff, primarily at staff meeting Friday night, 
copying fees, gas, name tags/pens, disposable equipment, first aid. If there is an open master class 
Saturday evening, an additional $30 charge will apply to all participants. 
This application was submitted to FM Brian Byrnes, who, upon receiving approval from the Executive 
Committee (a 48 hour turnaround, I believe), emailed me (the applicant) as well as the Cutting Edge. The 
next step was getting the advertising information to the webmaster (webmaster@safd.org) and the Cutting 
Edge (cuttingedge@safd.org), and requesting the database address downloads for mailing purposes. Best 
wishes to the new upcoming regional workshops. 
A Request of 
Certified Teachers 
PLEASE keep your SAFD website information up to 
date. It is difficult as a regional rep to recommend 
teachers without having a referring website with com-
plete information. Photos are important. As a profes-
sional organization and as professionals within this 
industry, it is a great asset to have current contact 
information (email and telephone being most impor-
tant), a bio which represents of the kind of work in 
which you are currently engaged, and a link to CV's, 
personal websites, university web pages, etc. Please 
promote yourselves and the organization. 
Send your information to: 
webmaster@safd.org, 
cc'ing the Secretary at secretary@safd.org 
If you do not have access to the internet, send your 
information to: 
Society of American Fight Directors 
Attn: Secretary 
1350 E. Flamingo Road, #25 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 
- Deb Fialkow 
Upcoming SPT's/SPR's 
Houston. TX: 
What: S.A.F.D. Skills Proficiency Test Renewals 
When: 9am-6pm Saturday and Sunday, September 4th & 5th, 
2004 (Labor Day Weekend at The Texas Intensive) 
Where: University of Houston School of Theatre, 
Barnvelder Dance and Movement Arts Studio, 2201 Preston St. 
Adjudicator: Brian Byrnes 
CT: Mark Guinn 





Let us know at: 
cuttingedge@safd.org 
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Upcoming Workshops 
THE TENTH ANNUAL 
WINTER WONDERLAND WORKSHO 
FEBRUARY 4 - 6, 2005 
Presented at Columbia College, Chicago, IL 
Instruction from Beginning to Advanced by SAFD & BASSC 
Certified Teachers, Fight Directors and Fight Masters 
Angela Bonacasa Dr. Robin McFarquhar 
Chuck Coyl Richard Raether 
Paul Dennhardt Nicolas Sandys 
Stephen Gray John Tovar 
Brian LeTraunik David Woolley 
Neil Massey D.C. Wright 
John McFarland Also "Guest Teachers TBA" 
Workshop Fee: $275 
Early registration discount (received by December 15, 2004J: $235 
Full time student discount: $235 
SAFD Member discount: $250 
2004 Regional workshop participant discount: $250 
SAFD skills renewal available (additional feeJ 
Mail registration information and checks payable to: 
Winter Wonderland Workshop 
3738 Blanchan Ave. 





l .Jj : 
'I • =·~ . 
.I : . . :\I ... (.-,. . .. 
~ ~ ., 
.,,_ Questions? Call 708-466-7055 or E-mail chicagowww@roguesteel.com 
March Madness II 
Stage Combat Workshop 
Cincinnati Ballet Studios - Cincinnati, OH 
March 12 & 13, 2005 
FACULTY: 
John Bellomo, Bruce Cromer (SAFD Fight Directors); Gina Cerimele-Mechley, Don Preston (SAFD 
Certified Teachers); Guest Instructors To Be Announced (Faculty is subject to change) 
PAST CLASSES: 
March Madness Style Mass Battle, Pirate Fighting, Naughty Fighting, Found Weapons, Wing Chun, 
Contemporary Violence, Laban Rapier & Dagger, Fencing, Self Defense, Tae Kwon Do Kicks and 
Takedowns, Sneaky Sh*t 
WORKSHOP FEE: $200 
Fee includes breakfast & catered lunch 
$175: SAFD members, union affiliates, students with valid ID OR early registration 
$150: SAFD members, union affiliates, students with valid ID WITH early registration 
ALL DISCOUNTED PRICES MUST BE PAID IN FULL BY 2/14/05 
Call 513-471-0523 or e-mail marchmadness@zoomtown.com for more details 
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SAFD Membership APPiication/Annuai Dues Form 
Please complete the entire form. In order for the SAFD to maintain accurate records, it is important that all of your information in 
our database be current. You can either send in your payment with this form, or you may pay online with a credit card at 
www.safd.org. 
Reasons to join the SAFD: 
c:;,- Subscription to The Fight Master, a journal published twice yearly 
Cit" Subscription to The Cutting Edge, our newsletter published bi-monthly 
Qr Access to back issues of both publications and online discussions in the members only section at www.safd.org 
Cit" Discounts to national and regional stage combat workshops 
'if" The right to vote for members of the Executive Committee and Governing Body 
w And much, much more ... 
Status (Circle one): New Member Current Renewing Member Lapsed Renewing Member Gift* 
*If giving a membership as a gift, please print your name here 
Please fill in the information for the gift receiver below. 
Amount Enclosed ($35.00/year USA, $40.00/year Outside USA) $ .00 Check# 
General Information 
Name (First, Ml, Last) Membership Level (circle one): 
Organization, Friend, Actor Combatant, Advanced Actor 
Combatant, Certified Teacher, Fight Director 
Address (Permanent): 
Home Phone: Cell Phone: 
Work Phone: Fax Number: 
Voicemail: Pager: 
E-mail Address(es): 
Website: Union Affiliations (SAG, AEA, etc.): 
University (name/address): 
Employer (name/address): 
Publications should be mailed to (please circle one): Permanent University Work 
I am interested in getting involved (circle any that apply): 
Material Donations - Merchandise - Grant Writing - Publicity/Promotion - Data Entry - Publications - All 
Current Skills Proficiency Test Results (Please list most recent SPT for each weapon) 




Rapier & Dagger 
Single Sword 
Small Sword 
Sword & Shield 
Unarmed 
Photocopy & Mail with payment to: 
SAFD 
1350 East Flamingo Road #25, Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 
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How To Update Your Info on the SAFD Website 
For all members, please keep your information up to date. 
1. log on to www.safd.org 
2. click on the members only link 
3. log in by entering your screen name and password (double check your 
records, this was sent to you some time ago, if you have not changed it, as 
you are able to do) 
4. click on the update your info link 
5. scroll down to the Enter Your Username and Password section, enter your 
username and password again, then enter any new information 
6. scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the submit changes button 
If you are a Regional Rep., Certified Teacher, or Fight Director, please also send 
the modified information to webmaster@safd.org, cc'ing it to secretary@safd.org. 
Thank you for keeping your information up to date, it is greatly appreciated. 
Officer Nominees and Statements 
TTW, SSISC & NSCW Wrapup 
Regional Reports 
Letter to the Editor 
Upcoming Workshops 
Upcoming SPT/SPR Adjudications 
The Cutting Edge is a publication of the SAfl. 
The views expressed in Lhis ncwslctlcr do not 
necessarily represent the ,•iews ol' lhc organlz.1tion. 
SAm 
1350 E. Flamingo Road, #25 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 
(800) 659-6579 
www.SAFD.org 
Copy E.dilor: Del, Fialkow L1you1 Edito r: John Tovar 
A<lviso1: Angela Bonacasa 
Send all submissions, cummeuls ;,u1<l questions Lo: 
@11ingcdgc@snfcl.vrl! 
Submissions tor the 
November/December issue 
are due September 1st! 
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